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denied that many of their lawless propensities and
notorious indifference to the rights of property must be
attributed to the maladministration of their Turkish and
Persian rulers. Under some of their semi-independent
chiefs a general rising took place on the Turko-Persian
frontier in 1380-81, during which the most deplorable
excesses were committed, and in 1908 the Urmi district
was again wasted with fire and sword almost up to the
very gates of Tabriz.

But the worst qualities of the race have been
developed in the Nestorian district of Hakhiari, about
the head-waters of the Great Zab. This tract stretches
from the Persian border-land westwards to the Jebel-Judi,
between the Zab and Tigris. But the Nestorians are also
found in the extreme north-west of Persia, about Lake
Urmia, and in small communities scattered over Upper
Mesopotamia. They may almost be regarded as the last
surviving erratic boulders of a formerly powerful Christian
sect, at one time widely diffused over the vast region
stretching from the Euphrates to Western China. But
few travellers have succeeded in penetrating to their
present home in the Kurdish highlands, a circumstance
probably due as much to the inaccessible nature of this
alpine region as to the savage character of its Christian
Nestorian and Moslem Kurdish inhabitants. The heart
of the country can be reached only by the Zab valley, on
either side of which lie the dangerous haunts of the fierce
Leihun tribe, the name of whose dreaded chief, Bedr
Khan, is still remembered after nearly four generations
by the surrounding Christian communities. Feuds and
forays are still frequent enough, especially in the Tiyari
district, where-nestle the stone huts of the Nestorians
under the shade of mighty walnut trees in the well-
watered valleys, here everywhere encircled by snowy
crests.